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Originally established in 1973, the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 

operates pursuant to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act. The purpose 
of the Foundation is to receive interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA) 

and to make these funds available to organizations engaged in activities 
which are in keeping with the Foundation’s mandate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Law Foundation of PEI Annual Report 2021                                                   1 
 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT– GARY SCALES 
 
The following report highlights some of the key activities 
and successes of the Law Foundation of Prince Edward 
Island throughout 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUNDING ACTIVITY 
In 2021 the Law Foundation 
contributed $134,500 in support 
of continuous programs and 
services including the courthouse 
law libraries, the Community Legal Information Association, the PEI Bar Admission 
Course, a legal education coordinator position, CanLII levies and various scholarships.  
 
In addition, the Law Foundation was pleased to provide $19,740 in grants to four projects 
taking place in 2021:  
 
• PEERS Alliance for development of a Good 

Samaritans Drug Overdose Act brochure 
• East Coast Environmental Law to hold an 

Environmental Impact Assessment Workshop 
• Canadian National Institute for the Blind for a “Know 

Your Rights” information campaign 
• PEI Access to Justice Committee to support an 

access to justice forum (deferred to 2022) 
• Hospice PEI to conduct public advance care planning 

workshops (extension due to COVID-19 impacts on 
delivery in 2020) 

 
IMPACT OF COVID-19 
2021 saw fluctuations in COVID-related restrictions that affected many organizations 
across the province.  Law Foundation operations were not significantly affected by the 
restrictions however some grantee projects experienced impacts where in-person 
activities were planned. 
 
REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES1:  
Interest on lawyer’s trust accounts (IOLTA) revenue for 2021 was $257,776, up from 
$221,689 in 2020. However, this revenue total was greatly boosted by an IOLTA back-
payment from one financial institution of just over $80,000. The payment remedied an 
IOLTA formula miscalculation covering a three-year period. 

 
1 Audited statements appended to this report 

Funding Support Provided in 2021 
For Continuous Programs and Services 

CanLll Levy  $           3,000  
Community Legal Information 

 
 $         50,000  

Continuing Legal Education 
 

 $         10,000  
Law Library  $         50,000  
Law Scholarships  $           5,000  
Legal Assistant Scholarship  $           1,500  
Bar Admission Course - PEI  $         15,000  
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Revenues from all sources in 2021 were $311,894, as compared to $276,520 in 2020.  
Revenues exceeded expenditures in the amount of $69,919 at fiscal year-end. Revenue 
projections for 2022 have been conservatively set at a total of $180,000. 
 
2021 ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN LAW FOUNDATIONS (ACLF) 
The Executive Director and Chair attended the annual ACLF meeting on September 25th.   
As was the case in 2020, the meeting was held virtually due to travel restrictions. Regular 
jurisdictional updates were presented and there was a panel presentation on accessible 
grant-making for Indigenous communities and programs. 
 
2022 PROJECT SUPPORT 
The Law Foundation extended its application deadline into January of 2022 and 
approved grants to the following one-time projects: 
 

Organization Activity 
PEI Association for Community Living  Social Assistance Act - Analysis and Education 

Related to Housing Options. 
Sport PEI  Legal Issues in Sports  -  Clinics/Workshops 
PEI Access to Justice Committee Access to Justice Forum 2022 (deferred from 2021) 

 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 
The Law Foundation carried out an awareness 
campaign in 2021 to educate the community about 
the role of the Law Foundation and to encourage 
project applications. The campaign featured a new 
Legal Impact Grants funding program logo, with the 
tagline: “Access, Educate, Advance.” 
Videos and google ads were released showcasing 
grantees and their projects, which can be viewed at 
https://lawfoundationpei.ca/legal-impact-grants/. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The Law Foundation welcomed Deputy Minister Jonah Clements to the board, as the 
appointee of the Minister of Justice and Public Safety and Attorney General. I extend my 
thanks to all the Governors for their generous commitment of time and effort to further 
the work of the Law Foundation:  Barbara Smith, Q.C. (Secretary Treasurer), William 
Dow, Q.C., and Paul Murphy.  The Law Foundation also extends its appreciation to staff 
members, Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer, and Sheila Lund MacDonald, Executive 
Director, for their work throughout the year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Scales, Chair 
Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
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ABOUT THE LAW FOUNDATION OF PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND 
 
MISSION 
The Law Foundation of PEI (Law Foundation) works to promote the advancement of legal 
knowledge and access to justice for all Prince Edward Islanders. It does this by funding 
projects and encouraging partnerships that advance the Foundation’s mandate. 
 
MANDATE 
As set out in the Legal Profession Act, Part VII Law Foundation, Section 50(1), the 
Foundation has the power to establish and maintain a fund and use the proceeds thereof 
for the purposes of: 

a) legal education, legal research or law reform 
b) the editing and printing of decisions of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and 

Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island 
c) the promotion of legal aid  
d) aiding in the establishing, operating, and maintaining of law libraries in Prince 

Edward Island 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
The affairs of the Law Foundation are conducted by a Board of Governors composed of 
five members, four being members of the Law Society and appointed by the Council of 
the Law Society; and one member who is appointed by the Minister of Justice and Public 
Safety and Attorney General. Governors serve on the board for a term of two years or 
until a successor is appointed.  
 
The Board meets a minimum of four times per year to decide on policy matters and to deal 
with the general administration of the Law Foundation.  
 
Day-to-day administration and management services are provided by an Executive 
Director who is engaged on a part-time contract basis. Financial administration support is 
provided by a Financial Officer who is engaged on a part-time contract basis.   
 
 
BOARD AND STAFF 

 
 
 

2021 Law Foundation of PEI Board of Governors* 2021 Law Foundation of PEI Staff 
• Gary Scales, Chair 
• Barbara Smith, Q.C., Secretary-Treasurer 
• TBA, Attorney General Representative 
• William Dow, Q.C.  
• Paul Murphy 

 
*Biographies of each Board member can be found here. 

• Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer 
• Sheila Lund MacDonald, 

Executive Director 
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award for students from PEI engaged in the study of law at an accredited university.  
Since 2008, the Law Foundation has offered scholarships for those graduating from legal 
administration programs on PEI. 
 
2021 Centennial Scholarship Recipients  
Law Foundation of PEI Centennial Scholarships were presented to University of New 
Brunswick students Julia O’Hanley (Upper Year scholarship) and Carmelita Roberts 
(Entrance scholarship).    
 
Sasha Perry was awarded the 2021 Dalhousie Schulich School of Law Centennial 
Scholarship. 
 
Law Society/Law Foundation Scholarship 
2021 recipients were: Avery Judson, Julia O'Hanley and David Chukwuka. 
 
Holland College Legal Administration Scholarships 
Recipients were Jennifer Gurszki and Julia Richards. 
 
    
ANNUAL THANE CAMPBELL LECTURESHIP IN LAW  
The Thane Campbell Lectureship in Law was not held in 2021 due 
to the impact of COVID-19 on the organization of this event. UPEI 
is coordinating upcoming speakers and lecture dates. 
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